AY2016
year in review

Heather Exner-Pirot & Joél Plouffe

2015

16™ — The third annual Arctic Circle 2015 event was held in Reykjavik, Iceland.
9 The 2015 Arctic Yearbook is launched at the Embassy of the United States in
g Iceland. AY2015 is themed Aretic Governance & Governing.
o B
e 23 — The 8-state Arctic Coast Guard Forum was established at the U.S. Coast
Guard Academy in New London, Connecticut.
Z —
2
% — 29" — Norwegian immigration control agents in Finnmark restricted access to migrants L
o crossing their Russian border, after months of large flows of migrants and asylum
c seckers. Finnish authorities in Lapland did the same in March 2016.
O
a 12" _ Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 215t session, or
% _J  COP 21, conclude the Paris Agreement. -
-
Q)
3
2016
19t _ The Inuit Circumpolar Council initiates the Pikialaorsuaq Commission to study
the North Water Polynya and explore locally driven management options, including a
< travel corridor. In September they concluded their consultation in Inuit communities and
g will now make recommendations to their respective national governments.
— S—
3 20" — NASA and the NOAA determine that Earth’s 2015 surface temperatures were the
warmest since modern record keeping began in 1880.
25" _ The Indigenous Peoples Secretariat relocates to Tromse, Norway.

Heather Exner-Pirot and Joél Plouffe are the Managing Editors of the Arctic Yearbook.


http://www.arcticcircle.org/assemblies/2015/program
http://www.uarctic.org/news/2015/10/arctic-yearbook-2015-launching-october-16th/
http://www.arcticyearbook.com/commentaries2015/169-the-arctic-coast-guard-forum-a-welcome-and-important-step
http://foreignpolicy.com/2015/11/20/a-very-cold-war-on-the-russia-norway-border-syrian-refugees-bicycles/
http://foreignpolicy.com/2015/11/20/a-very-cold-war-on-the-russia-norway-border-syrian-refugees-bicycles/
http://www.rcinet.ca/eye-on-the-arctic/2016/03/04/doors-closed-on-arctic-migrant-route/
http://arcticyearbook.com/briefing-notes2015/#section1
http://inuit.org/our-work/projects/2016-the-pikialasorsuaq-commission/
http://www.nasa.gov/press-release/nasa-noaa-analyses-reveal-record-shattering-global-warm-temperatures-in-2015/
http://thebarentsobserver.com/en/2016/01/indigeneous-peoples-secretariat-moves-tromso
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20" — The Arctic Human Development Report II (AHDRII) is published on the tenth
anniversary of the first volume, with a theme of Regional Processes and Global Linkages.

27" — UK House of Lords Arctic Committee publish their report on Responding to a
Changing Arctic.

6™ — The Arctic Winter Games are opened in Nuuk, Greenland.

10** — The U.S.-Canada Joint Statement on Climate, Energy, and Arctic Leadership

is announced by President Barack Obama and Prime Minister Justin ~ Trudeau, in
Washington DC.
9™ _ Cold Response 2016, the Norwegian Armed Forces main winter exercise,

concludes with 15,000 soldiers from 14 different nations participating.

10-12t _ The first Model Arctic Council was held at the University of Alaska Fairbanks

5% _ China issues its 365 page “Guidances on the Arctic Navigation in the Northwest
Route” [Northwest Passage].

13% _ The Arctic Economic Council adopted a suite of foundational documents to
provide strategic direction for the organization.

271" _ The European Commission released its Joint Communication to the European
Parliament and the Council on “An Integrated European Union Policy for the Arctic”.

29" _ The three Canadian tetritories release their joint “Northern Vision”, including a
common climate change adaptation strategy, a renewable energy inventory, and a pan-
northern approach to science.

10" — Shell relinquishes all but one of its federal offshore leases in Alaska’s Chulkchi

Sea. In June, it further relinquished its 30 offshore exploration permits in Canada’s
Lancaster Sound.
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http://www.uarctic.org/news/2015/2/new-report-arctic-human-development-report-volume-ii-published/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldselect/ldarctic/118/11802.html
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/north/greenland-capital-stretches-limit-to-host-games-1.3476465
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2016/03/10/us-canada-joint-statement-climate-energy-and-arctic-leadership
https://forsvaret.no/en/exercise-and-operations/exercises/cold-response
http://www.uarctic.org/organization/thematic-networks/model-arctic-council/
http://en.msa.gov.cn/index.php?m=content&c=index&a=show&catid=343&id=184
http://en.msa.gov.cn/index.php?m=content&c=index&a=show&catid=343&id=184
http://arcticeconomiccouncil.com/aec-passes-historic-document/
https://eeas.europa.eu/topics/eu-arctic-policy_en
http://anorthernvision.ca/
http://juneauempire.com/state/2016-05-10/shell-relinquishes-offshore-leases-alaskas-chukchi-sea
http://juneauempire.com/state/2016-05-10/shell-relinquishes-offshore-leases-alaskas-chukchi-sea
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30" (through June 5”) — Calotte Academy 2016 begins in Rovaniemi, Finland. This

year’s theme was “Resilience Related to Sustainable Development in Globalization.”
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10" — The Arctic Coast Guard Forum heads met for the second time, and signed a joint
statement that establishing the framework for a multi-year strategic plan, avenues to
share information, highlight best practices, identify training exercises, and on-the water
combined operations.

14™ _ France launches its first National Roadmap for the Arctic: “The Great Challenge
of the Arctic”.

6™ — Nine countries plus the European Union gathered in Iqaluit to discuss international
regulation of central Arctic Ocean fisheries, following up on a Declaration signed by
the “Arctic 57 a year before.

8" — An ad referendum agreement on enhancing scientific cooperation among
circumpolar countries and others interested in polar research signed in Ottawa at the

meeting of Arctic Council’s Task Force for Enhancing Scientific Cooperation in the
Arctic (SCTF).

25™ _ Alaska and Lapland return to the Northern Forum.

9t _ Russia presents its claim to the Commission on the Limits of the Continental
Shelf.

29 (through 27 September) — The 6th International Meeting of Representatives of Arctic
Council Member States, Observer States and Foreign Scientific Community begins, held
on board the Russian nuclear icebreaker “50 Years of Victory”.

3 — The HMS Terror, one of 2 ships lost in Sir John Franklin’s doomed 1845
expedition to find the Northwest Passage, is found in Nunavut’s aptly named Terror
Bay.

6™ — Russia announces a ten-year moratorium on new offshore oil and gas licenses
for drilling in the Arctic shelf.

16™ — Crystal Serenity completes its luxury cruise through the Northwest Passage.
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http://www.uarctic.org/news/2016/6/calotte-academy-2016-resilience-related-to-sustainable-development-at-focus/
https://news.usni.org/2016/06/13/zukunft-arctic-coast-guard-forum-created-positive-relationship-russian-counterpart
https://news.usni.org/2016/06/13/zukunft-arctic-coast-guard-forum-created-positive-relationship-russian-counterpart
http://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/fr/IMG/pdf/frna_-_eng_-interne_-_prepa_-_17-06-pm-bd-pdf_cle02695b.pdf
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/north/arctic-fisheries-international-meeting-iqaluit-1.3666217
http://www.arctic-council.org/index.php/en/our-work2/8-news-and-events/408-sctf-ottawa-july-2016
https://www.adn.com/arctic/2016/07/26/after-hiatus-alaska-returns-to-northern-forum/
http://barentsobserver.com/en/arctic/2015/08/russia-submits-claim-north-pole-04-08
http://www.uarctic.org/news/2014/8/iv-international-meeting-of-high-level-representatives-of-the-arctic-council-member-states/
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/north/hms-terror-confirmed-1.3779127
http://wwf.panda.org/wwf_news/?277732/Russia-puts-a-hold-on-Arctic-drilling
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/09/25/opinion/sunday/where-ice-once-crushed-ships-open-water-beckons.html
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16™ — Russia announces tender for what will be the world’s most powerful
icebreaker.

oo (September 2016 continued)

19" — The Arctic Council celebrates its 20th anniversary. The Ministers of the Arctic
states release a joint statement to commemorate the occasion.

28 _ A White House Arctic Science Ministerial is held.

29" — Canadian Foreign Minister Stéphane Dion delivers a speech celebrating the 20t
anniversary of the Arctic Council.

5% _ The third Senior Arctic Officials meeting of the US Chairmanship begins — in
Maine.

6™ — Finland announces its preliminary agenda for its 2017-19 Arctic Council
Chairmanship.

7-9™ — The 4t Arctic Circle Assembly was held in Reykjavik, Iceland.

28% _ The Arctic Yearbook 2016 is launched in Ottawa, Canada, where the Arctic
Council was founded twenty years ago with the Ottawa Declaration. AY 2016 is themed
The Arctic Council: 20 Years of Regional Cooperation and Policy-Shaping.
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http://thebarentsobserver.com/en/arctic/2016/09/announces-tender-fantasy-giant-icebreakers
http://thebarentsobserver.com/en/arctic/2016/09/announces-tender-fantasy-giant-icebreakers
http://www.arctic-council.org/index.php/en/our-work2/20th-anniversary/416-20th-anniversary-statement-2
https://www.arctic.gov/aesc/ministerial.html
http://news.gc.ca/web/article-en.do?nid=1131189&tp=970
http://www.rcinet.ca/eye-on-the-arctic/2016/10/06/arctic-council-meeting-gets-underway-in-portland-maine-why-some-experts-say-we-should-be-paying-more-attention/
http://valtioneuvosto.fi/artikkeli/-/asset_publisher/10616/suomi-tukee-arktisen-alueen-ymparistoa-vakautta-ja-elinvoimaa?_101_INSTANCE_3wyslLo1Z0ni_languageId=en_US
http://www.uarctic.org/calendar/2016-arctic-circle-assembly/

